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 Begin visual description. Each speaker is speaking while looking at the camera. All 

visual content is described in the audio. End visual description.  

[00:00:11] JACQUELINE JORDAN IRVINE: I think people when they use the term “culturally 

responsive” or “culturally relevant pedagogy,” forget that the base of the word is 

“culture.” Culture has to do with worldviews, beliefs, language. It has to do with 

values. 

[00:00:28] GENEVA GAY: Culture to me at its essence are the things that those filters that 

help us as human beings make sense out of the most ordinary things. 

[00:00:40] Culture can be grouped into two different categories. 

[00:00:44] You can talk about visible culture and invisible culture, or tangible and intangible. 

[00:00:50] The tangible I would translate that to say the cra�s, the music, the art, the 

technology. 

[00:00:57] Those are important, but I think the more important are the intangible. 

[00:01:01] These are values, beliefs, feelings, opinions, perspec�ves, assump�ons. 

[00:01:12] IRVINE: So, culturally relevant pedagogy, one of the primary premises is that 

teachers take students’ every day lived cultural experiences and make the 

appropriate linkages between what the students know and do and understand 

and come up with examples, comparisons and contrasts. 

[00:01:33] They make the connec�ons. 

[00:01:35] They are cultural translators. 

[00:01:36] They are cultural bridge builders. 



[00:01:38] I think when we talk about culturally responsive pedagogy, we have to remember 

that students approach learning not as cultural blank slates. 

[00:01:48] They bring into the classroom all of those cultural experiences, and so it is very 

compa�ble with what we know about good teaching. 

[00:01:59] Culturally responsive pedagogy builds on students’ prior knowledge. 

[00:02:04] In this case, we’re talking about prior cultural knowledge—making connec�ons 

between what is known and what is to be taught and understood. 

[00:02:15] GAY: Part of the argument of cultural responsive teaching is the dilemma has 

been an incompa�bility between the cultural filters that have been used to send 

instruc�onal messages to students that’s coming from the school frame of 

reference. 

[00:02:31] When kids from different ethnic backgrounds are trying to learn that, they are 

trying to receive what we send from school through another set of cultural 

filters. 

[00:02:41] If they don’t match, then nothing’s happening. 

[00:02:44] Cultural responsive teaching then says, is that rather than always insis�ng that 

the students adapt to the culture of the school, the school needs to adapt and 

modify some of its sending messages, its sending mechanism. 

[00:03:02] IRVINE: When we think about what maters most about culture, I think the first 

thing to remember is that students are not mere representa�ves of a cultural 

ethnic group. 

[00:03:15] First and foremost, they are individual students who have individual needs and 

interests, etc. 



[00:03:21] Students who belong to an ethnic group, their atachment and bonds to the 

group vary, for example, in terms of how long they’ve been in this country, social 

class, and their own experiences and their community and neighborhood. 

[00:03:37] KRIS GUTIERREZ: Because if we think about students’ culture, we make culture a 

trait of that individual based on his or her membership in a par�cular 

community, confla�ng race and ethnicity with culture. 

[00:03:52] We don’t take race off the table at all, but we’re really pulling apart what culture 

is and making sure we don’t conflate it. 

[00:04:01] Because if we do, then we make cultural prac�ces a trait of that person’s 

membership in that par�cular community. 

[00:04:09] That leads us of course to very easily slip into one-size-fits-all, that “My La�no 

children learn this way,” or “My African American children need x.” It’s making 

culture a trait of the individual. 

[00:04:23] It’s been very problema�c in the implementa�on of culturally relevant pedagogy. 
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